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From my own Dwelling-Houfe, 
September 11. 


Keep two Rooms and a Clofet 
to receive Vifitors; my Great 
Parlour is opened only when 
Perfons of Figure appear in 
State ; yet this Afternoon I broke 
that ancient Cuftom, and admitted a 
Gentleman , who came without 


Coach, Chair, or any Attendants, 


The Reafon of fhewing this particu- 
lar Favour to a Stranger was upon 
account of his appearing with fuch 
an incomparable Majefty mixt with 
Sadnefs as commanded both my Re- 
yin Pare After Swe had fate 

own and talked alittle of the tedi- 
ous Ceremonic: ufed in Vifits, he 
began to diftourfe of the ftrange and 
unforefeen Turns of Fate; and what 
ill Accidents had attended his Life, 


By this I foon underftood that he 
had either fuflered Lofs in his Eftate, 
or elfe been’ very much crofsd in 
Love. Ltold him, the only way L 
knew for him was to make ufe of 
Philofophy, and to {mile when he 
faw the World frown, For (faid 4) 
to grieve at Difappointments rather 
adds to the Affliction, than produces 
any real Peace. Here he told me of 
an Epiftle he bad, which was taken 
from the Original many Ages ago; 
and that it exatly fuited his Cafe. E 
mufe({ays he)upon it Night andDay, 
and have it ever in my Mind. Pray; 
Sir, (faid I) may the Contents there- 
of be reveal’d ; 1 Should ihe glad to 
fee the Copy. He difired I would 
excufe him,. as to the giving the 
Piece out of his Hand ; bur faid, he 
would reli me the Senfé of it in 
the Terms he ufed to a certain 
Lady, who favour'd him in his Ad- 

drefies, 
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Ureffes to his Miftrefs, whofe Un- 
kindnefs had been the Source of all 
his Trouble. I told her (faid he) i 
knew I was born under a certain Vla- 
net, whofe Malignity, cannot be 
overcome ; and Lam fo perfwaded 
of the Influence of this Malevolene 
Star, that I accufe it of all my Mi 
fortunes, and I never lay the Fau'e 
upon any Body ; and therefore, Ma- 
dam, tho’ you fhowld not obtain for 
me, what you follicit with {5 much 
Ardour, I fhould neverthciefs rec- 
kon my {elf obliged al] my Life- 
time to your gencrous and active 
Friendfhip. “Tis not only at this 


time that Endeavours to advance me 
have proved unfuccefstul ; you may 
remember in my youthful Days I did 
like others, and fought atter Fortune 


with a reftlefs Mind: I enquir’d for 


the Places which my Miltrefs fre- 
quented the moft , and endea- 
voured to place my felf in her Paf- 
fage. Going to meet her | thoughre 
that fhe being blind would pufh me 
forward even without taking Notice 
of me, but I fancy fhe had Eyes to 
fee me ; fince fhe knew fo well how 
to fhun all my Approaches to her. I 
have done lee I could to make my 
Court to her Having obferved that 
fhe treated Men of Learning,and ca- 
refs'd the Men of Bufinets; ro pleafe 
her I offered Violence to my own 
Inclinations. I addiéted my {elf 
wholly to Study,and made the Mufés 
my only Recreation; yet ftill all my 
Cares and Endeavours were fruftra- 
ted ; forto this Day I could never 
find her favourable, Since then For- 


tune is made a blind Goddefs, but 
yet fuch a Goddels, to whom all 
Men pay an Homage, which looks 
fomewhat like an Act of Religion ; 
I fancy we may believe withour He- 
refy,that this Goddefs has among her 
Creatures fome that are Elcct, and 
fume that are Reprobates ; who are 
happy orunhappy by her Choice, 
and without owing any thing tothcir 
own Conduét.After | underttood thar 
fhe had placed me in the Number of 
the latter, 1 endcavoured by all 
Means to comfort my felf. If my 
Reficétions were not tedious to you, 
I would make many more befare [ 
concluded this Epiftle. I would yee 
inveigh with greater Warmth againft 
the Caprices of Fortune; but with- 
al you muft know that I do not hate 
her fo much, becaufe fhe has not 
prefer’d me, as becaufe fhe has de- 
graded our incomparable Friend, 
whom I find to be much more un 
happy than my felf: For a Man 
cannot fall from fo high a Place with- 
out feeling the Bruife of fuch a cruel 
Fall all his Life-time. But as to me, 
who have always crept upon the 
Ground, I could never fall; all ‘the 
Mifchief that happened to me, is 
fome Weaknefi that remains ftill,be- 
caufe I have made {ome Artempts to 
advance my felf. Our dear Friend 
has much more Caufe to complain, 
and | am fo much the miore forry for 
him, becaufé he lef deferved hig Ditt 
grace. When I fee a Foo! abando- 
ned by Fortune, Iam no more fur- 
priz’d at it, than when I fee a Blind 
Man fall intoa Precipice, becaufe 


he 


— 
- 


~ et 


_ le, leet oe ee Se eee. Oe [6 aoe GS 





be walks without a Guide: But when 
behold Fortune overturn a Man 


; 
Weil 


Foundation of Pru- 
ce. }cannot futhciently exclaim 
oft her unjuft Cruelty. The 

ief is, that one can hardly put 

nfcit into fuch a Condition, as to 
avoid her Injuttice, She is a God- 
defs that makes fport with her Ado- 
rers as well as with her Enemies ; fhe 
often docs Evil to thofe who fthun 
her at Court ; fhe ftirs up an envi- 
ous Perfon agaialt you, who blackens 
your Actions ;a Rival who does you 
ul Othces with the Prince. In the 
Country, fhe will ftrike off a Stone 
from a Rock, or caufe an, Eagle to 
litt up a Tortife into the Air, which 
fhail cruf you. She does almoit 
equally flight the Alears which are 
built for her by the Courtiers, and 
the Contempt fhe receives from the 
Philofophers. Alas! if Wifdom and 
Virtue could ficuse us from her 
harfh Blows,good Men need nor fear 
her, and none but fuch as are ftupid 
or wicked would be found among 
the Unfortunate. But- Vertuous 
and Witty Men {eem to be. moft ex- 
pofed to her Power. All the Eyes 
of Prudence are not fharp cnough 
to penetrate into the fecret Springs 
which fer her Wheels in Motion. 
Her quick Turns are conceal’d from 
us; and ince we cannot know the 
Caufes of them, we cannot avoid 
their EffeAs. ‘This being fo, ir were 
Folly to be grieved for it ; but we 
ought to endure her Motions, and 
look upon them, as upon thofe of the 
Stars. If any one fhould torment 
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himfcif becaufe of an Eclipfe of the 
Sun or Moon, he would be looked 
upon as a Madman; and he that is 
grieved for a Change of Fortune is 
little Jefs unreafonable. The Gen- 
tleman having ended his Difcourfe, 
Ltold him, that whoever was the 
Penman of thofe Lines was a Perfon 
of moft exquifite Parts, and therefore 
every Sentence ought to be pencil d 
down in Charaéters of Gold.for Man 
to read as he runs thro’ the World. 
For (fiid]) Fortune, that unkind 
Mittrefs, has deftroyed more f{trong, 
inore mighty, and more beautiful 
Men,than the Plague of Athens,or the 
Wars of Alexander the Great. And l 
my fclf have been thrown down,and 
fulfered much Injury by her unto- 
ward Turns. She is a Serpent to 
fting the Wife and the Brave. and a 
Dove to fhelter under her Wings 
the IJlirerate and the Bafe. Were fhe 
not invifible, and her Motion {wifter 
than an Arrow fhort out of a Bow, I 
would be one of thofe that fhould 
attempt to attack and overthrow her 
by meer f{trength of Argument : For 
I am fure the Way fhe takes cannot 
be confiftent with Mercy or good 
Nature. The worthy Gentleman 
and 1 parted here, but we appointed 
another time to confer about the _fic- 
le Goddefs Fortune ; and to fhew 
in plain Terms, that fhe has proved. 
no kinder to the Fair Sex, thofe foft 
and tender-hearted Creatures, than 
fhe has been to the Men, who are of 
a more robuft Nature and Conftitu- 

tion, 
From 
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Prom the Royal-Exchange,Sept. 12.4¢ Among the vaft Number of Let- 
Three of the Clock im the Afternoon. ters I receive, this is one, 
Sir Heifer, SIR, 
Think there is nothing fwifter- 
Ww! 


ving’d than Malice,or cadre un- § ]4™ borhFair and Witty,Scraight 
expectedly turns a Man's whole ‘£ * and Young,and have a Fortune 
\foirsinto Ruin. har Enemy * not inferiour to moft in the Parifh 
is upon us before we are aware of where I live; yet none comes to 
her, and always (tsikes us where ‘ me in the way of real Love: I can 
we are deftitute of Defence. How * fee'tis the Money, not the Maid, 
careful therefore ought a Man to ‘ the Men feck after. Some fay I 
be of difobliging even the meancft ‘ am little, but I think nor; others 
Perfon, who trades publickly, and ‘* give our my Breath is f{Cented with 
has all his Eftate floating uponthe * an ill Flavour; but I asked my 
fickle Ocean! A few Weeks ago ‘* Maid, and the fays it is as fweet as 
there only happened a Storm at ‘ a fucking Calf. All chat I think 
Sea, and News was immediatcly ‘* amifsin me, my Nofe is too fmall, 
fpread all over the Town that m and my Eyesfeem to fquint; my 
whole Fortune was fhipwrack'd, ‘ Forehead is low, and my Skin a 
and gone down tothe Bottom. Up- ° little freckled. Pray turn me into a 
on this Report two of my Credi- * Vifion; perhaps fome of the {mall 
tors took me up, and I am now ‘* Imagesthar aét in your Plays ma 
under Confinement. Suppofing my ‘ fancy myPerfon well enough Fot 
Adventure is fafe,as lhave no Rea- ‘* I have buta Husband,whether it be 
fon to believe otherwife; Iamun- ‘ in reality or Effigie, it matters not. 
capable of ever Trafficking more: ‘ ’Tis notthe Enjoyment of a Man 
For when a Merchant's Credit is ‘ I want; No, the Name of a Wife, 
once loft, he is entirely undone; ‘ and being faid to be doted ¥ 
tho’ le has Six Thoufand Pounds ‘ would be a fufficient Satifaction 
in Effels to pay Three. I wifh ‘ to, ' 
you would, at fOme time or other, 

give us a Diftourf2 of the Sting and SIR, 

Venom of Malice. This Mifchief 

came upon me by the fpight of a Your Moft Humble Servant, 
Servant whom I curn’d out of my 

Doors, omly tor going Partners And great Admirer, 
with me in the beft part of my 

running Cath. LAURA. 


I am, &e, 
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